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Due to an amended settlement agreement approved 
by US District Court Judge Michael A. Ponsor, 1,200 
institutionalized brain injury survivors will have the 
opportunity to move out of nursing facilities and into 
community residences over the next six years.

“I’m really happy to put my stamp on something 
that’s really going to do some good for people,” said 
Ponsor at a fairness hearing on the adequacy of the 
recently negotiated agreement in the six-year class 
action lawsuit, Hutchinson v. Patrick, which was filed in 
2007 by Center for Public Representation (CPR) and 
WilmerHale on behalf of five individuals, the Brain Injury 
Association of Massachusetts (BIA-MA) and the Stavros 
Center for Independent Living. The complaint charged 
that the Commonwealth violated the Americans with 
Disabilities Act (ADA) by failing to provide adequate 
community services to thousands of people with brain 
injuries in rehabilitative and nursing facilities across the 
state.   

Ponsor said the new agreement is “an extraordinary 
piece of work” that will allow individuals with brain injuries 

– “which could happen 
to any of us” – to 
receive services in the 
community and avoid 
institutionalization.

The amended 
agreement, negotiated 
by state officials and 
attorneys for plaintiffs, 
will replace the 2008 
agreement. Only 
about 200 of the 
8,000 class members 
moved out of nursing 
facilities under the 
2008 agreement. 
The Commonwealth 
was unable to fully 
implement the 
agreement because it 
was unable to secure 
federal grant funding 
for community-based 
services.

Under the newly-
approved agreement, 

the state will use another federal grant project, the Money 
Follows the Person (MFP) Rebalancing Demonstration, 
as well as other waiver programs, to provide residential 
and non-residential supports for up to 1,174 Medicaid-
eligible people with brain injuries who are now in long-
term rehabilitation facilities and nursing homes.  

Beginning this fiscal year, the state will expand the 
existing home and community-based service system so 
that eligible class members with brain injuries can receive 
services in integrated settings, such as apartments, 
family homes, shared living arrangements or group 
homes. In addition, over the next six years, the state must 
meet annual benchmarks for increasing waiver slots, 
and implement an extensive education and outreach 
initiative to ensure class members and their families 
know about the opportunities afforded under MFP and 
its waiver programs.

“The Brain Injury Association of Massachusetts is 
poised to help serve the almost 1,200 individuals who 
can benefit from the MFP and its waiver programs over 
the next six years,” says BIA-MA Executive Director Nicole 
Godaire. “We are thrilled that an agreement has been 
reached and that those living with brain injuries will be 
able to live more fulfilling lives in the community.”

Plaintiffs’ attorney Kathryn Rucker of the Center 
for Public Representation told the court that “direct, 
proactive outreach and individualized assistance” to 
institutionalized class members and their families will 
significantly increase the number of people who seek 
community services under the agreement.
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Nearly 1,200 survivors of brain injury to benefit from waivers
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After nearly eight years with BIA-MA, I am 
honored to step into the role of Executive 
Director and build on the remarkable legacy of 
my predecessor, Arlene Korab, and the past 30 
years. In my most recent position of assistant 
executive director and manager of education, 
I was able to work closely with Arlene, the 
Board of Directors and the members of this 
organization—those who truly made BIA-MA 
what it is today.

I have seen the compassion, strength and resiliency of BIA-MA staff, 
and the countless individuals who represent the brain injury community.

I am moved by the brain injury survivors and caregivers who 
participate in BIA-MA’s support groups and social recreation programs. 
It is because of you that we advocate for continued opportunities and 
community-based services at the state level. It is because of you that we 
build our clearinghouse of information and resources to give you the 
type of support you need.

I am honored to lead the organization as we continue to embody our 
mission and provide support services to brain injury survivors and their 
families, offer programs to prevent brain injuries, educate the public 
on the risks and impact of brain injury and advocate for legislation and 
improved community services.

In order to carry on this important work, the organization will need 
to connect with the brain injury community and navigate the ever-
changing landscape of rehabilitative care. Although some of these roads 
are paved, the organization needs to create new roads—collaborating, 
partnering and aligning with other companies and organizations will 
ensure that BIA-MA can meet your needs for years to come.

BIA-MA has a strong foundation and bright future ahead. I am 
looking forward to working with you—survivors of brain injury, 
caregivers, legislators and professionals—and supporting the brain 
injury community during my tenure as Executive Director.

I am grateful to those of you who have so generously given to 
individuals with brain injury, their families and caregivers across the 
Commonwealth. If you are new to BIA-MA’s community and network, I 
welcome you and invite you to get involved and support the mission of 
the Brain Injury Association of Massachusetts. Our work is done through 
doctors’ offices, rehabilitative centers, in homes, community centers, 
at the State House and in your lives. Your voice matters, and we look 
forward to hearing it.
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Disclaimer
BIA-MA does not support, endorse or 
recommend any method, treatment or 
program for persons with brain injury. 

We only aim to inform you. 
No endorsement is intended or implied.

Advertising
Advertising deadline for the Winter issue is 

October 25. To advertise, please contact 
Emmy Llewellyn at ellewellyn@biama.org 

or 508-475-0032, ext. 25.
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Community-based programs tailored to the needs 
of each individual across a continuum of care.

n  Neurorehabilitation   n   Supported Living n   Host Home  
n  Transitional Living    n    Day Treatment  

Rebuilding Lives After Brain Injury



The Information 
and Resources 
department at 
the Brain Injury 
Association of 
Massachusetts (BIA-
MA) is responsible 
for providing callers 
with information 
about brain injury 
and then refer them 
to appropriate 
service providers to 
meet their individual 

needs.There are many areas of concern that different 
callers face after brain injury, from finding a neurologist 
with brain injury experience to applying for public 
benefits for the disabled. Below are the most frequently 
asked questions received from callers in the Central 
Massachusetts region.

Q:  Where can I find affordable housing?

A: BIA-MA maintains a list of Staffed and Shared 
Housing through a number of different agencies.  Some 
providers offer 24-hour, group home living situations, 
while others provide housing with limited supervision.  

Adult Family Care agencies oversee an individual living 
with a host family, similar to foster care. Residences 
working exclusively with brain injury survivors are very 
rare and the wait list is extensive in most cases. BIA-
MA can also assist individuals with applying for public 
subsidized housing, but again, the wait list is usually 
several months or even years before a unit is available.

Q: How can I find a doctor or therapist with 
experience working with individuals with brain 
injury?

A: BIA-MA has a list with medical professionals in 
the brain injury field who provide care to survivors. 
We are constantly looking for individuals, agencies, 
clinics and hospitals which demonstrate a history 
of providing services specifically to the brain injury 
community through site visits, conferences and other 
means. The most requested practitioners include 
neurologists, neuropsychologists, case managers, 
cognitive therapists and psychiatrists. Another 
frequent request is for assistance in locating facility- 
based treatment, including inpatient and outpatient 
rehabilitation hospitals and clinics, neurorehabilitation 
units, substance abuse treatment and schools. Adult 
Day Health/Day Programs are another frequent request 
from family caregivers and professional providers. To 
access this information, call the BIA-MA Information 
and Resources department directly at 1-800-242-0030.

Q:  What federal and state benefits can I receive 
now that I am disabled?

A: A brain injury is a life-altering event for the majority 
of survivors. In many cases they are unable to return to 
their current job and have limited resources to meet 
their financial needs. Federal and state sponsored 
programs are available to many people based on a 
variety of factors, usually based on income and the 
abilities of the individual to function successfully in 
the community. The majority of benefit programs 
are accessed through the Executive Office of Health 
and Human Services, which oversees a multitude of 
divisions including the Massachusetts Rehabilitation 
Commission, the Department of Transitional Assistance 
and the Department of Mental Health. Food stamps, 
transportation, home modification programs and 
personal care attendant services, which are sponsored 
by or subsidized in Massachusetts, are among the 
many systems in place for individuals with physical 
and cognitive disabilities. There are also frequent calls 
about MassHealth (Medicaid), Social Security Insurance, 
Social Security Disability Income and other federally 
sponsored financial programs. The Information and 
Resources department at BIA-MA can assist with 
questions about where to go for assistance.

prevention
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Information & Resources: Frequently Asked Questions                                                        

Are you interested in receiving e-communications from 
BIA-MA? If so, go to www.biama.org to sign up today.

Brain Injury Programs

Together, we provide affordable, accessible housing 
with individualized supports so that survivors of brain 
injury can achieve their highest level of independence 
in the community. Each of our residences provides a 
barrier-free, homelike atmosphere with individualized 
supports provided in accordance with residents’ needs 
and preferences.

Private-pay units now available
For more information, visit:

www.SupportiveLivingInc.org  
www.AdvocatesInc.org/Services-BrainInjury



     strategic plan
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Top 5 Organizational Goals
•  Diversify our sources of funding and become sustainable over the long term.

•   Increase visibility and understanding of brain injury.

•   Increase support services to those affected by brain injury.

•   Enhance and develop programs.

•   Develop a diversified and expanded Board of Directors.

Diversify Our Source of Funding
•   Create a financial model that is sound and sustainable.

•  Increase brand visibility in order to market giving and engagement opportunities in order to support the BIA-
MA mission.

•  Build the staff and board to participate in generating revenue in tandem with the strategic plan.

Increase Visibility & Awareness
•  Redefine and communicate the definition of brain injury to include traumatic brain injury (TBI) and acquired brain 
injury (ABI) to enhance program curricula.

• Partner with other health-related organizations, state agencies, hospitals, professionals, legislators and the 
general public to promote brain injury awareness.

•  Create ongoing, sustainable marketing campaigns that increase awareness of brain injury.

Increase Support Services to Those Affected By Brain Injury
• Reach a greater number of survivors, caregivers and family members in 
order to serve those who are in need of advocacy, information, resources 
and support services. 

• Develop and expand support groups to provide survivors with a 
community environment that enhances experience and encourages 
participation in social and recreational activities.

•  Evaluate the effectiveness of BIA-MA’s support services and determine 

The Brain Injury Association of Massachusetts 
spent the past 18 months planning its 
organizational goals and objectives for the coming 
five years. Working with Metrowest Nonprofit 
Network and Consultant Jay Vogt of Peoplesworth, 
BIA-MA enlisted input from staff, the Board of 
Directors, volunteers, survivors, caregivers and 
other professionals to put together a solid plan to 
guide the vision and objectives of the organization. 
Through several day-long seminars with other 

nonprofit associations in the Metrowest area, 
representatives of BIA-MA were able to take part in 
Peoplesworth’s The Essential Strategic Plan seminar 
series. Each meeting led BIA-MA through the process 
of envisioning the future of the organization to 
fulfill its mission of serving survivors of brain injury, 
their family members and caregivers. 

Following are the five goals and several 
objectives that BIA-MA will tackle over the next 
five fiscal years:



strategic plan

strategic plan

 www.biama.org           5

how to deepen and broaden support to individuals with brain injuries.

•  Provide a network of support and recreational activities through 
monthly and bi-monthly regional activities near regional offices, and 
the Main Office location in Westborough. 

•  Promote the implementation, evaluation and use of the Brain 
Injury Commission Report that was produced in FY’11 for continual 
improvement of brain injury services.

• Increase access to community-based services in the 
Commonwealth for individuals affected by brain injury. 

•  Educate policymakers, advocates and the judicial system about 
policies and practices in accordance with respective Line Items (4120-6002) and (4120-6000).

•  Devise and implement strategies to advance the interests of brain injury survivors and BIA-MA before the 
legislature.

•    Advocate for insurance and state funding to cover services specific to brain injury recovery, including cognitive 
rehabilitation, case management and PCA services.

•     Educate the judicial system about policies and practices in accordance with the Head Injury Treatment Services 
Trust Fund (HITS). 

Education & Program Development
•   Develop high quality, career-focused educational programs that are interdisciplinary and practical and integrate 
experiential learning.

• Attract an array of qualified brain injury specialists to develop a 
Mentoring Program to train newly emerging brain injury professionals 
to become prepared for, enter and meet the needs of the field.

•  Establish training for providers who serve individuals with brain injury, 
but whose primary function is not to work exclusively with individuals 
with brain injury.

• Expand the American Academy of Brain Injury Specialist (ACBIS) 
training in the Commonwealth to improve the quality of care given to 
individuals with brain injury through education and training.

•   BIA-MA will strengthen, develop and expand a menu of mission-driven program offerings.

Diversify and Expand Board Development
•   Develop a diverse Board of Directors with influence in the community and a demonstrated understanding of 
brain injury.



caregiver tips
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How Family Life Changes After Brain Injury
When Isabella suffered a 

brain injury, every aspect 
of our family life suddenly 
changed. While life is not 
perfect or the way I had 
planned, it still is great. 
Often, people do not 
understand why things 
are different because 
on the outside Isabella 
looks “fine.” Isabella’s ABI 

(acquired brain injury) is an invisible disability. Below 
are some of the ways that our family life has changed.

1. Our day-to-day life is different: As summer 
approaches, I think of how we spent our days prior to 
Isabella’s ABI.  We were either at the beach, swimming 
in the pool, going to cookouts and parties, taking day 
trips, going to the zoo or hiking. Prior to Isabella’s 
ABI, she was a lot more independent.  
Since her ABI, our summer days are 
spent at speech therapy, occupational 
therapy, physical therapy, aquatics 
therapy, in-home behavioral therapy, 
hyperbaric oxygen treatment, infusions, 
meetings and doctors appointments. 
Isabella also requires help with daily 
tasks, such as getting dressed, brushing 
teeth, using the bathroom, etc. Our 
downtime has to be carefully planned 
out and revolves around Isabella and 
where she is mentally at any given 
moment. I have to consider her level 
of anxiety, aggression, mood, fatigue, 
etc. when trying to plan an outing or 
activity.

2. Others perceive us differently: Isabella looks 
like a typical seven-year-old child. She has an ABI, 
which is an invisible disability. Isabella is a completely 
different child than she was before her brain injury. 
She struggles on every level behaviorally, emotionally, 
psychiatrically, cognitively, verbally, etc. While others 
may be in denial that anything is wrong, I have come 
to terms with the fact that Isabella will never be who 
she once was. Accepting this early on has helped me 
tremendously. While Isabella was robbed of the life 
she was supposed to have, she is working really hard. 
Her future will be different, but she has a future I 
believe will still be bright – it just won’t be how I may 
have imagined it.

3. Isabella’s behavior can be unpredictable: Isabella 
gets out of control.  She can drop to the ground, kick, 
scream, hit and have a full out tantrum. Other times 
Isabella says and does the most inappropriate things. 
Isabella’s brain injury causes her do things that she can’t 
control. Having someone laugh, point, yell at either of 
us or add rude commentary does not help the situation. 
Isabella doesn’t need to be physically disciplined or 
ridiculed.  She needs support, understanding and positive 
reinforcement.  As a Mommy, I am doing everything that 
I can to help her and when we are judged, it makes us 
feel worse.

4. Isolation occurs: As we continue on this journey, 
I have realized that everyone else’s lives are moving on 
and in many ways ours are not. Most of our family and 
friends have stopped inviting us to parties or events.  
At first I was relieved because I didn’t have to explain 
why we couldn’t be there. It hurts when the invitations 

stop because it feels like family and 
friends have forgotten about us. 
It’s hard to hear about graduations, 
birthday parties, holidays and 
other get-togethers. While Isabella 
may not ready for those types of 
situations, there will be a day when 
she will. I am so thankful for those 
few people in our life that continue 
to invite us in hopes that one day 
soon things will change.

At the end of the day, do I wish 
things could be different for Isabella 
and our family? Yes, of course I 
do. I wish nobody had to suffer 
from a brain injury. That being said, 

the reality is a brain injury is not going to magically 
disappear. I am helping us embrace the life we now have 
and to make the best of what we have – it’s all in how 
you look at it. I am thankful for every moment and day 
I have with Isabella. The outcome could have been so 
much worse.  Brain injury changes every aspect of your 
family. It doesn’t mean your life is over, it means that you 
need to accept that a new life is about to begin.

Written by BIA-MA mommy blogger Kristin Olliney. 
This article was a monthly guest blog, which is featured 
on BIA-MA’s blog In An Instant Your Life Can Change 
Forever, (braininjuryma.wordpress.com). Kristin is the 
mother of seven-year-old Isabella, who suffered brain 
damage from sudden acute encephalitis at just four-
and-a-half years old. Read Isabella’s entire story on our 
website at www.biama.org.
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30th Anniversary Gala Awards Reception
Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2013
Moakley Federal Courthouse, Boston, Mass.

Reducing the Risk - Preventing Falls
Friday, Oct.18, 2013, 1 p.m. to 3 p.m.
Westborough Senior Center, Westborough, Mass.

BIA-MA Caregiver Conference
Saturday, Nov. 2, 2013
Trowbridge Tavern, Bourne, Mass.

Maximize Your Memory!
Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2013, 10 a.m. to 12 p.m.
BIA-MA Main Office, Westborough, Mass.

Reducing the Risk - Preventing Falls
Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2013, 10 a.m. to noon
Northborough Senior Center, Northborough, Mass.

Mark Your Calendars for These Upcoming BIA-MA Events

For more information about these and other BIA-MA events, visit www.biama.org or call 1-800-242-0030.

Join Us For BIA-MA’s Caregiver Conference Saturday, Nov. 2
Join BIA-MA, survivors 

and caregivers for BIA-MA’s 
Caregiver Conference on 
Saturday, Nov. 2 from 9:30 a.m. 
- 2.30 p.m. at the Trowbridge 
Tavern’s Canal Club in Bourne, 
Mass. 

Presentations
Participants will have the 

opportunity to meet other 
caregivers and survivors, as 
well as exhibitors with great 
information and products 
to help survivors be more 
effective, efficient and 
prepared. The program will 
consist of four presentations. 
Caring for the Survivor will 
include expert advice on the latest in cognitive 
rehabilitation, housing, transportation and 
rehabilitation therapies. Caring for the Caregiver will 
offer caregivers the latest information on resources, 

respite services and stress relief. A high-
in-demand “behavior” presentation 
and one on government services by 
representatives from Massachusetts 
Rehabilitation Commission, Mass Health 
and Social Security Disability are also 
part of the program. A light breakfast 
and hearty lunch will also be served.

Exhibitor and Sponsorship 
Opportunities

There are still a range of exhibitor 
and sponsorship opportunities available. 
To view the benefits and register as a 
sponsor or exhibitor, go to our website:                 
www.biama.org/caregiverconference.
html.

Registration
To register for the conference, go to                                      

www.biama.org/caregiverconference.html - if you 
need assistance registering for the conference or 
have further questions, call 1-508-743-0333.

education
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our partners

When you’re    
 dedicated  
 to making a 
 difference,  
 it shows.
An encouraging thought. A caring 
touch. At Braintree and New England 
Rehabilitation Hospitals, offering the right 
support makes all the difference. And 
that’s why we’re pleased to support other 
organizations that share our dedication  
and mission to care.

We’re proud to support the Brain Injury 
Association of Massachusetts. 

Congratulations on all your 
good work.  www.braintreerehabhospital.com

 www.newenglandrehab.com

BIA-MA Western Region Outreach Coordinator Helen 
Stewart (left) and Michael Wilcox (right) are pictured with 
Extreme Speed Motorsports Driver Guy Cosmo following 
the American Le Mans Northeast Grand Prix on July 
6th at Lime Rock Park in Lakeville, Conn. The fundraiser 
awarded three sets of tickets to individuals who donated 
a minimum of $25 to BIA-MA’s Western Region Office. 
Grand prize winner Lance Stewart donated his tickets, 
while second prize winner Steve Lang-Gunn, co-facilitator 
of the Pioneer Valley Brain Injury Support Group, attended 
with a friend. Winners also received T-shirts and hats from 
Extreme Speed Motorsports. BIA-MA is grateful to Guy 
Cosmo and the ESM team for hosting this fundraiser!
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200 Ivy Street Brookline, MA 02446-3907 • (617) 620-7779

• Clinical, educational, vocational, day and residential therapeutic programs for 
students with acquired brain injuries and other neurological challenges.

• Monthly Family Support Groups
• Consultation and Inclusion Support Services

• Interdisciplinary Team Approach
• Year-round programs for adolescents age 13-22

• DOE and OCCS approved

Congratulations to the Brain Injury 
Association of Massachusetts!

“Making lives better for 
those with brain injuries.”

Attorney Kenneth Kolpan
www.kolpan.com
ken@kolpan.com 

puzzles

Copyright©2005 PuzzleJunction.com 

Brain Teasers

Answers:

8 Faneuil Hall Mktplc, Th ird Fl  Boston, MA 02109
617-973-5024 • dpdlegal@comcast.net
www.BostonHeadInjuryLawyer.com

Th e Law Offi  ces of David P. Dwork
Focused on helping survivors of TBI and their families

WE SALUTE THE BIA-MA 
FOR 30 YEARS OF DEDICATION 
& OUTSTANDING SERVICE.
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30th Anniversary Celebration 

State Senator Harriette L. Chandler (D-Worcester) will be honored with the Legislative 
Advocacy Award for her advocacy work on behalf of brain injury survivors, caregivers 
and family members at our 30th Anniversary Celebration. 

Sen. Chandler says she first got involved with the brain injury community after she 
was approached by a constituent whose son suffered a brain injury as a result of a fall 
while living in Colorado. After the individual’s son moved to Massachusetts, he was 
unable to find any services to help him. Sen. Chandler looked into available brain injury 
services, and she realized there weren’t any. “My first thought was to get a commission 
together.” And that she did. The Brain Injury Commission was established in 2011 and it 
was made up of some “very experienced brain injury advocates” including professors, 
social workers and survivors themselves, says Sen. Chandler.

The Commission spent about a year touring the state, researching the needs of 
survivors and families and finding out what services were available. Since then, she has fought tirelessly on 
behalf of survivors and families. “ The symptoms (brain injury survivors experience) are hidden, but are so very 
real,” she explains. Now, in 2014, 100 percent of driving violation fees will go to the Head Injury Trust Fund 
(HITS), to benefit those impacted by brain injury. “As a result, we hope that will go to one of five clubhouses so 
brain injury survivors can learn skills and socialize” with one another, she says. 

When asked how she feels about being honored with the Legislative Advocacy Award, Sen. Chandler says 
she’s “extremely honored. ... This is not something I would ever expect. ... This is my job. It’s above and beyond 
anything I could ever anticipate.”

State Senator Harriette L. Chandler
About the Honorees

Inta Hall
Inta Hall will be honored on Oct. 9 with the Founder’s Award for co-founding the 

Brain Injury Association of Massachusetts and her years of service within the brain 
injury community. 

Hall has personal ties to brain injury. Her son Greg was injured in 1980 and her eldest 
son died in 1981. Both of her sons suffered brain injuries as a result of car accidents and 
neither of them were wearing seatbelts. Hall set her sights on brain injury prevention 
and began working to increase awareness of seatbelts and car safety. Eventually, she 
got involved in advocating for brain injury services. “I always included prevention - 
especially after the HITS (Head Injury Trust) Fund - I got it passed at 6 a.m. one day 
in 1992,” she says. However, the fight wasn’t over. As the economy slumped, money 
began being taken from the HITS Fund. Hall fought tirelessly to get it back. In 2014, 
100 percent of the money from traffic violations and OUIs in the Commonwealth will 
go into the HITS Fund to benefit brain injury survivors.

Although she has since retired, Hall is still passionate about advocating for brain injury services, survivors 
and families and has high hopes for the future. “My hope is that it (brain injury) is an accepted disability 
like intellectual and developmental disabilities are, and that Congress gets more serious about brain injury 
services. ... Millions of people are out there who need services. Disability needs to be accepted by everyone 
and by Congress, so we can get recognition and services for the millions of people who need brain injury 
services,” she says.

In addition, Hall hopes to see more families getting involved in advocacy work. “Numbers count,” she 
explains. “In the 1990s, I was able to get 100 family members at a budget hearing. In the last few years I was 
lucky to get one or two family members... The legislators got tired of hearing me testify all the time. We need 
family members to go advocate.”

When asked how she feels about being honored with the Founders Award, Hall says she appreciates being 
honored by her peers. “I’m sure there are many other people that are just as deserving. I hope the next 
generation gets just as involved as I did,” she adds.



30th Anniversary Celebration 
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Marilyn Price Spivack
Marilyn Price Spivack, who co-founded the National Head Injury Foundation (now 

the Brain Injury Association of America) with Dr. Martin Spivack and co-founded the 
Brain Injury Association of Massachusetts - will receive the Founder’s Award in honor of 
her hard work and dedication in the field of brain injury. She has been a Neurotrauma 
Rehabilitation Outreach Coordinator at Spaulding Rehabilitation Network for more 
than 15 years.

Spivack, whose daughter Debby suffered a brain injury as a teenager, started the 
National Head Injury Foundation at her home in Framingham, Mass. with a small group 
of 17 families and professionals in August of 1980. “Our loved ones had sustained 
severe head injuries,” explains Spivack. “Their prognosis was grim, and services were 
nonexistent.” With few professionals to turn to for help, the group was determined to 

build an organization which was based on their needs and deep frustrations as they searched for treatment 
options and services for individuals with brain injuries, she adds.

The organization was the first of its kind and not easy to build. “We learned from one another and we 
listened,” Spivack says. “Our accomplishments took time, patience, resources and many voices along with 
helping hands.”

While BIAA and BIA-MA have come a long way and had many successes, Spivack hopes the national 
organization and its chapters will continue to flourish and expand their visions by adding their voices to 
the health care reform discussions, tireless advocacy work on behalf of survivors and families and by taking 
advantage of the exciting advancements in the field of neuroscience. 

Douglas I. Katz, MD, professor of neurology at the BU School of Medicine, and Medical 
Director of the Brain Injury Program at Braintree Rehabilitation Hospital for over 25 
years, will receive the Compassionate Care Award. 

Katz said he’s “always been interested in how brain function relates to thinking, 
feeling and behaving, and how disorders of brain functioning lead to problems in 
these areas.” During his fellowship, his mentor Michael Alexander, MD “was one of 
the leading experts thinking and writing about neurologic effects of TBI and recovery 
at that time, and he opened up this world of brain injury, cognitive neurology and 
neurorehabilitation for me.

“After my fellowship, I was delighted to have the opportunity in 1986 to continue 
working with Dr. Alexander, and join with Virginia Mills in leading the early development 
of the Brain Injury Program  at Braintree Rehabilitation Hospital, which was among the 

first of the few dedicated TBI programs in the US at the time.”

Katz says the most rewarding aspect of working in the field of brain injury has been “the opportunity to meet 
and be part of a fantastic community of professionals, survivors, families and friends in the brain injury world, 
including clinicians, researchers, teachers, advocates, administrators, and, most definitely, many courageous 
and inspiring patients and families I have come to know over the years.”

When asked about how he feels to receive the Compassionate Care Award this October, Katz says, “I am 
especially honored and somewhat humbled to be included among my fellow honorees, Inta Hall and Marilyn 
Spivack, who have been such major figures and forces in improving the lives of persons with brain injury over 
the years, even after challenges in their own lives.”

Douglas I. Katz, MD
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Donations
our sincere thanks

    Corporate Members 
 Diamond
Spaulding 

Rehabilitation Network
Braintree and New 

England Rehabilitation 
Hospitals and Five Star 

Quality Care

Silver
Advocates, Inc. & 

Supportive Living, Inc.
Law Office of Kenneth 

Kolpan, P.C. 
MAB/Ivy Street School

NeuroRestorative
Vinfen

Bronze
Fairlawn Rehabilitation 

Hospital
Seven Hills Foundation
Sky Bight Foundation

Wingate Healthcare, Inc.

Annual Appeal
Pierre and Roberta 

Demers
Mel Glenn

Celeste Hurley
Joan F. Kurber

In Honor Of
Katie Atchue by Joan 

and Bruce Atchue
Braintree Rehab/Brain 
Injury Awareness Week 

by Kathleen Taglieri-
Noble

Braintree Rehab/Brain 
Injury Awareness 

Month by Emily Goff
Brain Injury Program at 

Braintree Hospital by 
Braintree Hospital

Dr. Francesca LaVecchia 
by Kenneth Hughes 
To honor the staff at 
Mt. Pleasant Country 

Club by Laura Herman

In Memory Of
Daniel Parker’s Mother 

by Wendy Jolles

General Donations
Chris Bergen

Thomas Breen 
Trevor Christman

Guy Cosmo
Cummings Foundation Inc.

Community Health 
Charities

Eliot Community 
Human Services, Inc.

Emeritus at Eddy Pond 
of Auburn

Paul Giunta
Swee Hart

Teresa Hayes
Johnson & Johnson

Kula Foundation
Linda Lang-Gunn

Leominster Crossing 
Assisted Living

Mary Jane Letizia
Mildred Lisk
Sean Lynch

Robert Lopez 
Macy’s East 2012 

Campaign
Steven Ng

Robbie’s Place Assisted 
Living

David and Susan Ross
Saint Francis Rehab & 

Nursing Center
Judith Schnee

Shrewsbury Crossing 
Assisted Living
Southgate at 
Shrewsbury

Helen Stewart
Lance Stewart

United Way of Mass Bay 
& Merrimack Valley

Pat Walker
John Zakian

Korab Fund
In honor of Arlene 
Korab’s 30 years of 

service
Brain Injury Association 

of America
Laura Broding
Victoria Carr
Inta Z. Hall

Celeste Hurley
Debra Kamen
Clare Keane

Neuro-Rehab Center-
Worcester

Cheryl Poppe
Christine Powers

In honor of Karen A. 
Reitter by Mary Reitter

Mary Roach
Joan Smith

Claire Tousignant
Harold & Alice 

Wilkinson
Beth Williams

Rita & Paul Zarella

BIA-MA 2013 Annual 
Golf Classic

AAA Southern New 
England

Arbella Insurance 
Group

Michael Athanas
Barbara & Arthur Block

Bonanno, Savino & 
Davies

Cambridge Savings 
Bank

Richard Carr & 
Associates

Daniel Coughlan
East Douglas Insurance 

Agency
Fallon Community 

Health Plan
Brian Godfrey

Gerard Grondin
Hanover Insurance 

Company
Insurance Marketing 

Agencies, Inc.
Beth Jolles

Leonard Jolles
Glenn Jones

Timothy King
Mitchell Korab

Edward & Janice Lechak
Peter Lurier

Laura Mason
Susan Moore

Joe Nardi
NeuroRestorative

Nixon Peabody LLP
Peter Noonan

Eric Oswald
Eric Palm

People’s United Bank
Performance Food 

Service
Philadelphia Insurance 

Company
Charles Pu

David & Holly 
Rothemich

Mary Frances Rozak
Dave Schultz

Jonathon Schwartz
Rick Skinner

Michelle Soble
Marilyn Spivack

Joan Stewart
Sunbelt Rentals

Deborah Williams
Vinfen

In Memory Of
Kim Boleza Parker 

(since 3/31)
Tracey Bowe

Robert G. Clark III
John Zevitas

Scott Downey
Jeanette Beauregard

Janet Blair
James Brownell

Claire Campanella
Rose Contreas

Christine Cunningham
Mary Downey

Patricia Dunn-King
Claire Firriello

Gennaro and Elizabeth 
Giordani

Lois Hansen
Karen Iorio

Susan Keddy
Lorna Keith

Robert Luscinski
Elaine MacLean
Donna Malgeri

Alexandria Marquis
Maureen McArdle

Lisa Moutalis
Carol Nardone

Marcia Schepici
Gary and Laurie 

Shamano
Barbara Williams
Kelly Woodsum
Margery Young
Amanda Zuretti

Scott Patterson
Anita Ayotte

Linda Cunningham
Patricia Debiasi

Mary Forte
Marjorie Hess Freeman

Joe B. Lee-
Lee Revocable Trust
Donald McA’Nulty
Barbara Mulcahy

Louise O’Brien
Judith Rosenberg

Rae Silin
Eleanor Stone

Ruth Werksman

Shayne Safford
Margaret Fedyk

Linda Kudarauskas
Warren Lohnes

Jacqueline Steinberg
Sunshine Fund

Alexandra Smith 
(since 3/31)

Elena Shimonov
Tejasi Thatte

Judith Urell
AO Smith

Robert Berman
Charles D. Sheehy, Inc.

Joelita Cleveland
Joann Cloutier

Conbraco Industries, Inc.
Susan Culver
John Curley

Scott Cyr
F.W. Webb Company

Carol Fatone
Pierre Fournier

Futura Sales Inc.
Irene Giggie

Barbara Grady
Sarah Grome

Joan Henri
Independent Pipe and 

Supply Corp.
Rebecca Johnson

Jessica Long
Steve Malley

Emma McNamara
Rosanne McNamara
Frederick Mehlinger

Metropolitan Pipe and 
Supply Co.

Modern Plumbing 
Supply

Paul Morrison
Lee Moulton

Murray Supply Corp
Allen Neher

Sheldon & Sheila 
Nierman

Susan Noll
Monica Olson / Aquatic Co

Plumbers’ Supply 
Company

John Pomarole
Ajita Rajendra

Robinson Plumbing
Frederick Shapiro
Snow & Jones Inc.

Sterling Resources, Ltd.
The Portland Group, Inc.

Torrco
William Tragakis

Edward Twigg
United Plumbing 

Supply
Richard Urell

Viking Supply Company
Ward Manufacturing

Martin Weiner
White Family 
Partnership

Members
Associates for Human 

Services, Inc.
Joan & Bruce Atchue

Ruth Ann Barber
Beacon Health Care 

Products
Richard Bertini

Cynthia Campbell
Arnold and Vicki Carr

Nathan Carr
L.J. Christian
Daniel Curley

Barbara Demeo
Richard M. Denton
Cynthia DiMestico

Dionne Dupuis
Linda & Bernard Dupuis

Richard Feroli
Katie Fitzgerald

Richard & Barbara 
Forsley

Natalie Friend
Carlotta & Brian Geany

Mel Glenn
Carol Gonzalez

Robert Goss
Allan & Johanna Hill

James and Ann Hurley
Marine Johanson

Otto Judicke
Shahriar Khaksari

Callie Kiley
Mary Jane Letizia

Karen Nolan
Peter Noonan
Dale Palmer

Riverside Community 
Care

Paul Schiff
Elizabeth Shaw

Elizabeth Shuman
Kenneth W. Singer

T.L. & Lucinda Stebbins
Carrol Stephens

Supportive Living, Inc.
Raymond and Elaine 

VanTassel
Susan Weld

Barbara Woodman

This list recognizes gifts 
as of April 1- June 30, 
2013. We make every 
effort to ensure the donor 
listings are accurate. If 
we have inadvertently 
made an error, please 
contact Tania Fernandez 
at tfernandez@biama.org 
or 508-475-0032 x29.
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Vinfen •  950 Cambridge Street •  Cambridge, MA  (617) 441-1800

www.vinfen.org

Vinfen provides a comprehensive array 
of services to children, youth and adults 
with psychiatric, developmental and 
behavioral disabilities. 

Welcome To Our New Corporate 
Partner, Seven Hills Foundation
BIA-MA is thrilled to welcome its newest 

corporate partner, Seven Hills Foundation. 
VP of Seven Hills Foundation Kathleen Myshrall 

says, “Seven Hills Foundation is pleased to partner 
with the BIA-MA to work to provide support 
services that improve the quality of life of this 
underserved community. Seven Hills continues to 
identify individuals and their families who would 
benefit from our person-centered, community-
based, specialized supports and work with them 
to define dignity in their lives.  Whether residential, 
day, clinical, behavioral, social or vocational 
services, Seven Hills delivers excellence through 
our belief in each person’s abilities.”



development
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Retired Executive Director Arlene Korab Honored with The Korab Fund
Arlene Korab, a co-founder of BIA-MA, retired June 30 after 

dedicating three decades of service.  As a mother of a survivor, 
she has been a tireless advocate and friend to survivors of 
brain injury and their families. Arlene’s abiding dedication 
to specialized and funded services for survivors forged 
pathways for greater community integration, independence 
and prosperity. The Korab Fund was established in Arlene’s 
name and will honor her contributions and ensure that 
BIA-MA strives to improve the lives of survivors across the 
Commonwealth.

Please help us reach our goal of $25,000 by Oct. 9 by making 
a donation on our website at www.biama.org/donate.html

Please mail form and payment to: BIA-MA, c/o Development, 30 Lyman St., Suite 10, Westborough, MA 01581
You can also register as a sponsor or guest at www.biama.org/30thanniversary.html

Sponsor commitments for all other promotional materials or ad placements will continue to be accepted until Sept. 16, 2013

2013 Annual BIA-MA Golf Classic June 17th

Arlene Korab pictured with her son Kevin at the 25th Anniversary Celebration.



Individuals Ad Type and Size Businesses
$1,000 Full Page 6” x 9” $1,500
$500 Half Page 6” x 4.5” $750
$250 Quarter Page 3” x 4.5” $325
$125 Two-line message (25 words) $175
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Celebrate the Journey - 30th Anniversary

Program Book Color Ad Placement

Please provide high-resolution ads in PDF or EPS format (at least 300 dpi) and send them (and two-line 
messages) to socialmedia@biama.org  by  Sept. 16, 2013

Headliner - Reception Sponsor - $15,000 - 20 guests
Genius - Awards Program Sponsor - $10,000 - 15 guests
Mastermind - Auction Sponsor - $7,500 - 10 guests
Brainpower - 30th Commemorative Anniversary Program Sponsor - $5,000 - 8 guests
Champion Sponsor - Underwrite the cost for survivors/caregivers to attend - $2,500 - 6 guests
Benefactor Sponsor - $1,000 - 4 guests
We would like to bring additional guests at $125/each   ___________  (total # of tickets)      $___________
We are unable to be an official sponsor or attend, but please accept our contribution of      $___________

Credit Card Information

Amount $ Card Number

(Check one)

Exp. Date

Name on credit card

Address

City            State Zip

E-mail Phone

Company Name

My check payable to the Brain Injury Association of MA is enclosed $

Visa MasterCard

Signature Fax

Please mail form and payment to: BIA-MA, c/o Development, 30 Lyman St., Suite 10, Westborough, MA 01581
You can also register as a sponsor or guest at www.biama.org/30thanniversary.html

Sponsor commitments for all other promotional materials or ad placements will continue to be accepted until Sept. 16, 2013

30th Anniversary Celebration of the Brain Injury Association of Massachusetts
Oct. 9, 2013 - John Joseph Moakley U.S. Courthouse, Boston, MA

Guest Admission

For more than one guest admission, please call BIA-MA at 508-475-0032 to submit guest names.

Purchase Guest Admission, Program Book Ad 
Placements & Sponsorship also online at:

www.biama.org/30thanniversary.html

#______Patron(s) - $500 - VIP seating
#______Friend(s) of BIA-MA - $350 - VIP seating
#______Guest(s) - $125 - open seating
($50 of the per person admission is not tax-deductible.) 

I am unable to pay. Please consider a survivor scholarship.  
I will be accompanied by a companion/caregiver.                  

(We will do our best to accommodate as many requests as possible. Notification on Sept. 16th)

Honor a survivor, caregiver, family member or healthcare professional!

Sponsorship Options
All sponsorship benefits are available online at www.biama.org/30thsponsorship.html



30 Lyman St., Suite 10
Westborough, MA 01581

Return Service Requested

NON-PROFIT
ORG

U.S. POSTAGE
PAID

Permit #233
Worcester, MA

Join Us!
30th Anniversary Celebration

October 9th, 2013


